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Introduction 
The new EKU Business & Technology Center is a 78,000 square foot, $14 
million teaching facility funded by the Kentucky General Assembly, Madison 
County Fiscal Court, Kentucky Economic Development Funding Authority, 
and Eastern Kentucky University.  Phase IA was completed in the spring of 
2006 and houses the College of Business and Technology’s Dean’s offices, 
College Advising office, Center for Economic Development, Entrepreneurship 
and Technology (CEDET), EKU Small Business Development Center (EKU 
SBDC), and EKUBusiness.  Business students began enjoying classes in the BTC in the summer 
of 2006.  The building was dedicated at a formal dedication ceremony on September 9, 2006. 
 

This state-of-the-art classroom building features a three-story 
structure with a skylight covered atrium, a 140-seat auditorium, 
20 classrooms (including five state-of-the-art computer labs), 
and a number of study areas.  The new building is located 
within the fast-growing EKU south campus.  There are 150 
parking spaces adjacent to the building with hundreds more 
within easy walking distance that make the building accessible 
for faculty, staff, students, and visitors.  The patio area 

overlooking the lake includes a waterfall affording a beautiful, natural atmosphere.  These 
facilities will definitely serve EKU’s stakeholders well and will be instrumental in recruiting new 
students to the EKUBusiness program. 
 
Classrooms 
Classrooms are constructed in a number of different configurations allowing instructors 
flexibility in teaching style.  Some classrooms are tiered for formal lectures while others are flat 
to more easily allow for presentations and teamwork.  One set of classrooms on the Lake Level is 
designed to work together as a unit.  An idea developed by faculty and informally known as 
Lecture, Team, and Presentation (LTP), was the basis for these rooms, which allow adjacent 
space for lecture, group project work, and presentations or role-playing.  Another set of rooms is 
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furnished in executive training style.  The classrooms serve the primary mission of preparing 
future business leaders for success in a competitive, global market.   
 
Student Study Area 
The study and meeting spaces are important components of the 
building providing students with places to study, work on 
projects, socialize, and build lifelong networks.  The highly 
crafted marble tile floor design seen as one enters the front 
doors of the building, continue throughout the Student Atrium, 
located on the Lake Level.  The glass dome streams in natural 
light providing a bright, cheerful area for study and interaction.  
Faculty meeting space provides faculty the opportunity to 
interact and facilitate discussions.  These areas of the building are inviting spaces that help 
develop a sense of community and belonging.  
 
Technology  
Users of this facility have access to a wide range of technology including wireless Internet 
access.  Students enjoy the latest instructional tools in a variety of classroom environments, 
including unique facilities for presentations, group learning, and business simulations. 
Classrooms support the instructor with state-of-the-art technology, including desktop computers, 
tablet PC’s, data projectors, Smartboard touch screens, document cameras, DVD players, and 
control of the classroom environment (lighting, blinds, data projectors, and projection screens) 
through easy one-touch controls. 
 
Computer  Labs  
Five of the 20 classrooms are computer labs that support the latest software for computer 
programming, project management, systems development, web site creation, and graphics. Two 
of these labs are tiered for use in a more formal and structured teaching environment.  Two of the 
other labs are built on a raised floor allowing for easy movement of computers, offering a more 
unstructured learning environment.  The fifth computer lab is configured to support Interactive 
TV learning, linking the building to campuses across the state. Space has also been dedicated for 
students to work on computer assignments and projects and students have access to a number of 
computers in study areas that allow easy access to e-communication. All labs have high-speed 
network laser printers and access to scanning equipment.  
 
Professional Golf Management 
EKUBusiness introduced the PGA/Professional Golf Management�  program in 
2006 as an option in marketing.  The PGA/PGM� �program occupies a suite of three 
administrative offices and a resource room.  Through the knowledge and design 
expertise of a respected golf architect, a unique experiential turfgrass lab has been 
created directly adjacent to the building and lake.  This attractive and functional 
short-game practice facility will provide opportunities for the Turfgrass 
Management program in the CBT’s Department of Agriculture to research and test new 
management products and techniques.  It will also allow PGA/PGM�  students easy access to 
practice facilities. 
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Faculty/Staff/Administration 
The Business and Technology Center houses the administrative offices of the College of 
Business and Technology including the Dean’s offices and the College Advising office.  The 
building is also the new home for nearly 50 faculty and staff that comprise the EKUBusiness 
program.  EKUBusiness includes the Department of Management, Marketing and Administrative 
Communication; the Department of Accounting, Finance and Information Systems; and the 
MBA program.  The Center for Economic Development, Entrepreneurship and Technology 
(CEDET) as well as the EKU Small Business Development Center (EKU SBDC) are also housed 
in the new facility. 
 
Business Incubator  
A significant and interesting feature of the new building is a safety and security business 
incubator to support the development of five new businesses. This new economy initiative 
provides technology-based startup companies access to a rich array of business development 
resources as well as a pool of trained and motivated student labor to assist in tasks related to 
accounting, marketing, information systems and other areas. The incubator will create interesting 
and innovative opportunities for faculty and staff to interact with these new companies.  CEDET, 
the Innovation and Commercialization Center, and EKU SBDC will play important roles in 
fostering development of new businesses in the business incubator. Initially, the incubator will 
house businesses focused on security and safety with each new company residing in the 
incubator for three years. 
  
Future 
The Business & Technology Center classroom building is Phase I of a multi-phase complex.  
Phase II of this project has been approved and funded.  Now in the design phase, this portion of 
the project has drawn heavily on the expertise, needs, and desires of local and regional 
stakeholders.  Construction should begin sometime in 2007 and be completed within the 
following 18 months. This $27 million community component will include a 2,000-seat 
performing arts theatre and adjoining conferencing center.  The fine arts aspect of the building 
will be useful in uniting EKU with the community 
while bringing new opportunities for local and 
regional arts and entertainment events. The 
conference and meeting portion of Phase II will be 
instrumental in helping EKU further the region’s 
business environment.  Also planned is a 20,000 
square foot addition to the Phase I Business and 
Technology Center.  This addition will complete 
the academic segment of the Complex and will 
include offices and laboratories for the 
PGA/PGM�  and Insurance programs as well as a 
library annex.   
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